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2b Write and confirm a vision on the tablets,
so that a herald may run with it.

3a For he will call [the] vision as a witness at the appointed time,
he will testify at the end. He will not lie!

3b He will certainly not hesitate, wait for him.
He will surely come, he will not delay ---

4b the righteous will live by his faithfullness.
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<Abstract>
Habakkuk 2:4-5a as Response to a Vision

Sang-Kee Kim
(Currently Unaffiliated)

Habakkuk 2:1-5a constitutes a literary unit, within which the verse 4b is to be
explained. The Hebrew word 1378 has a double meaning: faith and faithfulness,
and its suffix (3ms) shows three possible referents: the vision, the prophet or
Yahweh. Consequently, the verse can be variously interpreted, but its
implication may be paraphrased in this way: man should live a life
corresponding to the faith in the realization of the vision.

What is crucial for the comprehension of verses 2-5a is first the verbal
expression in verse 2: 12 X77p I 1915 (that he who reads it may run). This is
the expected response of those that read the inscribed vision. In fact, the vision
readers will be divided into three types as in verses 2-5a: the neck-swollen up,
the righteous, and the thoughtless. This paragraph of a chiastic structure does not
turn on verse 4b, for that structure mostly aims at its end, which makes this unit
carry over nicely into the woe oracles in verses 6ff.

The next is the nominal sentence in verse 3: b 1% 7w (The vision is yet
for the appointed time). The thing that counts is the time between the vision and
its fulfillment, during which the above mentioned three types come into view.
What makes this clear is the word =1iv. Therefore, this is not supposed to be
changed into any other form.

Then comes the conjunctional phrase in verse 5a: ™3 #X) (and how much
more), which reads verse S5a as the continuation of v.4. Such reading is
supported by the correlation of y37° (he may run) and M2 897 (but he cannot
arrive).

The theological impact of so understood Habakkuk has been the primary
focus of attention thus far, since Habakkuk was a source for Paul’s theology,
even though Romans 1:17 and Galatians 3:11 do not take 2:4b verbatim. But
Habakkuk’s treatment of the types of responses to the vision also has
implications in terms of literary form and thought.

The reaction types of those who read the vision, referred to in 2:4-5a, can be
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compared to the parable of the sower in Matthew 13:3-9 and 18-23, which deals
with the reactions of those who hear the gospel, though their types are further
subdivided in the Gospels. In this sense, Habakkuk can be regarded as the
prototype of the parable of the sower.





